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FATHER GEORGE CLEMENTS
.

.

You are an internationally luiow humanitarian who is responsible for building successful coalitions in support of
economic and social justice. Your life has been dedicated to improving the lives of-the least fortunate. You assisted
n~erous African studen~ in securing higher education in the United States. By your works on behalf of yo ur African
.. brothers and sisters, you were honored by being named Chief of the Toruba Tribe in July 1989 in Imedo, Nigeria.
·.

You earned both a B.A. and M.A. in Philosophy, and a B.A. in Sacred Theology. You were ordained in May 1957 as a
priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. You served as pastor of Holy Angels Church from 1969 to 1991. You are founder
· of both the Black Catholic Clergy Caucus and the African-American Police League.
In 1981, you were the first priest to adopt a child and eventually adopted three additional children. You founded One
Church-One Child, a program dedicated to finding adoptive parents for homeless Black and biracial children. Thanks
· · · · to you, to date, more than 90,000 children have. been adopted because of your efforts .
• In 1993, you implemented One Church-One Addict, a project which recruits faith communities to participate along
wi~ health care and educational agencies in supporting recovering addicts. Nearly 1,000 churches in 35 states h ave
be~ome involved in the One Church-One Addict project.
For your dedication to improving the lives of the least fortunate, for being active in the war on drugs and mobilizing
successful drives to enact laws against the sale of dr~g paraphernalia, and for being responsible for building successful
coalition~ in support of economic and social justice, Governors State University is honored to confer upon you at this
: year's commencement an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.

